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Director’s Report 
   
 
 
 
 
 
Hi All, 
 
Well the AGM has come around again. It only seems like a few months ago that I was elected to be the 

director of this great chapter, a very proud moment for me personally. In the early stages we had some 

issues with getting our notification system up and running but perseverance and hard work won out in 

the end. I do believe that the chapter notification systems we now have in place are the best they have 

ever been. I don’t like to single any one officer out as we have a fantastic team and all have responded 

well to the freedom to run their elected positions well. Knock Knock has been doing a superb job as 

webmaster and with the app notification reaching most of the members I would like to thank              

Ian Alderton for his design of the app and allowing the chapter to continue with it. 

The chapter has had so many memorable rides this year with all rides being the fruit of the hard work 

put in by the road captains, under the leadership of Shieldsy. I would like to thank all our chapter      

officers, they have all been outstanding and it has been a great pleasure to lead such a committed 

group. Many of our officers are standing down at the AGM; some with family commitments, some with 

work commitments and then the likes of Smiddy who deserves a rest after being a our   committed 

Safety Officer for five years. 

For me! Well I will also be standing down as your chapter Director. I would have loved a second term, 

but an opportunity came my way a few months ago to purchase a beautiful block of land on a golf 

course that I couldn’t turn down and will be relocating to Victoria to be close to my family as I miss my 

children and grandchildren too much. 

I have been a member of the NSW HOG Chapter for 13 years and believe I have served the         

membership with distinction. I have been a chapter officer for 10 years in roles of Membership Officer, 

Secretary, Assistant Director, point of contact for road captains, Head Road Captain, Road Captain for 

9 years, charity day co-ordinator for 3 years & Director. I don’t recall any other member serving the 

membership in so many roles. I have dedicated myself to every officer position held and have worked 

hard to improve whatever I was involved in. I have always been there for the membership; it was never 

about the patch it was about us, our chapter and how we could make it a great group to ride with. I 

have made many friends and some lifelong friends & will be forever grateful. 

I would like to thank you all for your support over the years and special thanks to our great dealership 

Fraser Motorcycles. Without their support we have no chapter. 

This has been very difficult for me to do as it has been a part of my life for many years. 

Remember we ride to have fun and plenty of it. 

Ride Safe.   Thanks for the ride and the memories, best regards    

 

Trigger 
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Assistant Director’s Report 
   

 

 

 
 
 

Two years as Assistant Director! 
 
I was asked to fill the position of Assistant Director after the death of a great friend & committee    
member (Groovy) and it was my privilege to step into the position and to help the club continue in the 
right direction. 
 
I have tried to do my best with the time I’ve had and it’s been a pleasure working with the committee, 
all other officers and the road captains during my time.  
 
I would also like to thank all the chapter members who have supported me during this period. 
 
I wish the new Committee & Officers all the best for the new coming year. 
 
I am still continuing with my position as a Road Captain & looking forward in organizing rides for the 
chapter especially the Tassie ride in February 2017.  
 
As they say, just keep it simple so we can all just ride & have fun. 
 
Thanks again, 

Don (Hammer) Christou 

   

 

Since becoming Secretary of NSW HOG Chapter last November I have enjoyed my time with the 
chapter and the committee. I was supported by the membership over the past 12 months and would 
like to thank everyone for their hard work and dedication to the Chapter and to all committee and office 
holders for their dedication and sacrifices to ensure that we all enjoyed our rides and our friendship.  
 
For me it was great to see the Chapter in such great shape and harmony and providing a  platform for 
the enjoyment and fun of owning and riding our beloved Harleys. If I have to pick one thing I was 
pleased about, that would be how the committee and all the officers work in harmony and support each 
other without any conflicts …... priceless! I would like to wish all newly elected committee members 
and chapter officers the best of luck and to continue with guiding our chapter to a great future.  
 

Cheers,  
 
 

     Zoran 

Secretary’s Report 
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Hi all, 

After five years as Safety Officer I’ll be stepping down from the role which has been a Satisfying And 
Fun Experience … SAFE.  
 
A quick overview of the past five years: 
 
 41 attendees complete the First Aid courses; 
 89 riders and 12 pillions totaling 101 members completed Advanced                         

Rider Training HART courses; and 
 This HART participation earned our dealership, Fraser Motorcycles,      

5 Safe Rider plagues. 
 
 
I will still continue as a Road Captain riding with all my friends and I’ll  
also be looking forward to having more inspiring chats with my learned  
colleagues while sitting on milk crates, preferably blue ones.  
 
 

Cheers,               Smiddy 

Safety Officer’s Report 

Treasurer’s Report    

 

 
Hello all, 
 
Well, we are fast approaching the silly season once again and our chapter is in a good  
position going forward into the next 12 months.  
 
We have raised much needed funds for our chosen charity this year, White Ribbon Australia, to        
prevent male violence against women. 
 
We continue to look at investments that will benefit our club from the Portable P.A. System that we use 
at our meetings or as a jukebox at our carpark parties to new ranges of H.O.G. and Chapter Specific 
merchandise to keep us all looking the goods and proudly displaying our chapter’s name. 
 
We continue to invest in our members by subsidising the Advanced Rider Training HART Course & 
First Aid courses and of course those awesome white cowboy hats that sets us apart from the crowd at 
rallies. 
 
I have considered it an honour and a privilege to serve our members in the position of Treasurer for the 
last couple of years and look forward to the year ahead with positivity and excitement. 
 
Cheers, 

    Sparkle$ 

Drs Gibson & White 



 

NSW HOG Newsletter Jul-Sept 2016 

   
After taking over the role with “Handbag” as quartermaster from “Sparkles” back in July  
it has been a great challenge to help the club and members.  
 
The cowboy hat has been our hottest item not only from our members but other chapters asking how 
they can get one. Next popular have been the back patches and large rockers. We will soon  have new 
items including chapter specific belt buckles, challenge coins, HOG sticker sheets, collared HOG work 
shirts and more.  
 
Also for the ladies we will have back packs, t-shirts, patches and caps which are just some of the items 
we will soon have in stock. 
 
So stay tuned to the quartermaster store. 

     Justin (Ninja) Goodall 

Quartermaster’s  Report 

Membership Officer’s Report    

 

 
 
Following a comprehensive pass over by Grum I embarked on a journey of discovery with my new role 
in the club of Membership Officer. This role would impose different demands on me from that of the 
Photographer/Videographer role that I had most previously filled along with Knock Knock.  
Initially we were slightly hamstrung getting technology to work for us, rather than against us, but once 
we won it over it was full steam ahead.  
 
At the time of pass over we sat on approximately 288 members. This is always a movable beast as our 
membership doesn't follow when an individual joins International HOG, however, a Chapter member 
must have a valid international membership (either full or associate) to be a Chapter member. So if a 
Chapter member lets their International membership lapse technically they are no longer a Chapter 
member. Hence we have elements beyond our control determining how many members we have, 
apologies if I lost you.  
 
At the end of June we had our Annual Membership drive which was quite busy on the 18th and a bit 
slower on the 25th of June. Check out the videos on our YouTube channel Harley Owners Group NSW 
Chapter channel, they make for thrilling viewing.  
 
Come August, Telstra conspired against us to dismantle the email setup I had in place causing more 
grief. This did result in us establishing a more robust system to deal with emails, so there was a silver 
lining. 
 
So as my time in the role draws to a close we sit on approximately 203 members. 
 
I thank you for the opportunity to have been the Chapter’s Membership Officer. It was an experience 
and most of all I shall miss the immediate interaction with the new members. I thank all members new 
and existing for your patience and support throughout the year. 

 

Michael (Spielberg) Stephens 
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Head Road Captain’s Report  

 
 

 
Hi everyone, 
 
As 2016 draws to a close I look back at 7 years of my membership with NSW HOG, 7 years of great 
riding experiences, new friends, and the world of Harley Davidson. The last 12 months have past in 
a blur, my role as Head Road Captain of NSW HOG has been both an honour and a privilege. I 
have enjoyed it immensely and have leant a great deal in the role. I've had a fantastic time not only 
in the Club but also with the Road Captains who have given me great support and have been   
working hard all year behind the scenes. A very dedicated and enthusiastic group who like myself 
are very keen to develop in their roles and to be involved in organising awesome rides for our Club. 
  
The last couple of years has seen a large number of trainee Road Captains taken on. During the 
last 12months we have patched 10 new Road Captains and have a further 6 Trainees still in       
process. We expect by mid 2017 we should have a full compliment of Fully Trained Road Captains. 
All of them eager to organise and run the best rides possible for the Club. 
  
Last May as part of our commitment to Road Captain Development we held our first ever Road 
Captains Weekend away at Neville Siding. On the weekend we practiced Road accident            
management and first aid as well as setting our ride calendar and other general business. All aimed 
at doing our role within the Club to the highest possible standards. 
  
In the interest of better and safer group riding we discussed and trialed some new ride structures 
and specialised ride positions, such as the Sweep, Tail End Charlie and the Rear Road Captain. All 
have worked well and are now being used as integral parts of our standard ride structure. 
  
It has been a busy year for the Road Captains and next year looks to be equally busy with many 
great rides and weekenders as well as our inaugural Iron Butt Ride (to be held in January). 
  
I'm looking forward to riding with you all soon. 
 
Cheers, 
 

              Shieldsy 

 Hi all, 
 
Well the year is coming to a close and basically this Jul-Sept 2016 newsletter is a wrap up of the 
year that was from the Committee and Chapter Officers some of who will be stepping down and   
others carrying on, including me, with the pleasure of company of some fresh new blood.  
 
I would personally like to thank all members for their contribution to the newsletters be it ride or 
event reports, trivia, history, personal profiles or any other material of interest. A network is also 
forming, slowly, of HOG chapter editors and there may be the opportunity to highlight articles of   
interest from other clubs in our newsletter.   
 

But for now Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year,         Cappa 

Historian & Editor’s Report  
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  Webmaster & Photographer’s Report  

 
 

 
Hi there, 
 
What a fantastic year, so many exciting events & rides it’s hard to pick a favorite.  
I would like to thank Ian (Sweeper) for his assistance getting the NSW HOG app back on the Apple 
Store. It was off air for a short while this year.    
 
Although I have been NSWHOG Webmaster for the last 2 years and photographer for three years, I 
am only starting to get better acquainted with the available technology and how it works. 
The NSWHOG web site underwent a few changes and experienced some technical problems    
however all was ultimately sorted out.  
 
I introduced some new technology which resulted in the best notification system the chapter has 
had in years. 
 
The most important change was the introduction of MailChimp to manage notification emails        
because not everyone could use the NSW HOG app by combining both the app and email           
notifications. This initiative kept our members well informed. 
  
I also had a task of setting up chapter officers with email address that they could use directly from 
their personal laptops or mobile phones. This was quite a challenge and setting up a new account 
on a device proved quite technical. 
  
Several email address were changed to make it easier for members to contact us with the main 
changes being: 
Ladies of Harley: LOHNSW@nswhog.com.au 
Membership Officer: membership@nswhog.com.au 
 
The role of photographer was greatly helped this year with members assisting and sending in some 
great shots. Keep it up guys. The new downloadable option is making sharing these moments    
simple for all to use. 
 
 
Cheers, 
 

Hugh (Knock Knock) McCourt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:LOHNSW@nswhog.com.au
mailto:membership@nswhog.com.au?subject=membership
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       Ladies of Harley Officer’s Report  

 
 

 
Hi everyone, 
 
When I first became our LOH Officer 5 years ago the chapter had 2 lady riders and about 10        
pillions. Since then our numbers have grown so much so that we now have 15 lady riders and over 
30 pillions. Pillions are now referred to as “Pefect Pillions” because that’s just what we are! No other 
chapter has Perfect Pillions. Our PP’s know how to; 
 
 “suggest” that the rider is going too fast or too slow; 
 how to pack enough clothing just for us; 
 how to “suggest” that the rider is going the wrong way; and 
 to support and encourage each other and recommend just the right clothes. 
 
Our LOH numbers have grown from strength to strength which is great to see.  
 
The chapter had its first lady director - Vicki (Vicar), 2 youth ambassadors Hayley (Babycino)      
Gibson and Belle Mawson and now a new LOH officer - Sammie. 
 
A couple of PP’s have now stepped off the pillion seat and are now riding, Seeing Julz’s radiant 
smile while she rode on her new Harley, especially going around roundabouts, was truly             
sensational.   
 
Happy riding,                
 

            

    

      Louise 
 
 
 
 

         
Hello everybody, 
 
 
As 2016 comes to a close, memories start to roll and rumble bringing soaking wet fellow HOGS in 
Canowindra, bottles and bottles of consumed wine in Mudgee and the beaming smiles peering from 
each and everyone of you on the winding, open road. Bring on 2017 with new adventures, new 
goals and a new sense of freedom when you ride your pride and joy.  
 
 
 

        Hayley (Babycino) Gibson 

       Youth Representative’s Report  
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The Entrance Ride    

 

 

 
The Entrance Ride Sunday 17 July 2016  

Ride led by:       Hugh McCourt ( Knock Knock )  

Shotgun:       Joe Shaw 

Tail End Charley and Sweeper:   Mick Bunting  

 
Arrived at Gloria jeans, weather was cloudy with a light sprinkle of rain. By 8:55 AM we had 14 riders  
and only 1 trainee Road Captain but after a quick ride briefing we were off at 9 AM heading down the 
M4 turning off at Silverwater Rd and making our way to the M1. After a brief ride along the M1 we 
pulled off a the Berowra/Mt Kuring-gai  exit then a quick left then a right and we were on the Pacific 
Hwy/B83. Fog was building up and it seemed at times we were riding though the clouds.  It was great 
to see the riders take up the task as corner markers and the sterling job that Mick Bunting was doing 
as Tail End Charley and Sweeper, many thanks Mick.   
 
With no incidents we arrived at the Corrugated Cafe on Peats 
Ridge Road at 10:29 AM only 5 minutes before Sydney chapter 
turned up. After some well-deserved coffees, I called a quick ride 
briefing and we departed 10:59 AM. Heading up Peats Ridge 
Road,  veering to the left onto George Downes Dr, though some        
considerable fog and turning right onto Springs Rd. We followed 
Springs Rd road that changed name 2 more times finally          
becoming “Bumble Hill Rd” ending with a right hand turn           
onto Yarramalong Rd with the country riding  quite relaxing.  
 

 
We rode through the Wyong state forest then though 
Toukley turning right onto Central Coast Hwy A49 then over 
the bridge at The Entrance followed by two right had turns 
and we were at our destination, The Entrance Lake House. 
Sun was shining and not a drop of rain in sight, as Joe says 
“it was a beautiful day”. On arrival at the Lake House          
restaurant we had 3 tables reserved under a marquee. We 
enjoyed a great lunch by the water overlooking the bridge. 
Everyone had a great day.  
 

 
The way back was a simple case of just following the road signs showing the way back to the M1.  
 
Many thanks to Joe for doing the recon ride with me twice.  
 

Cheers,  

            Knock Knock 
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Up and Coming Major Events & Activities 
 

 
 
Bateman’s Bay  
Weekend 25/02/2017 to 26/02/2017 
Go to NSW HOG website to register and book  
your  accommodation at 
http://www.nswhog.com.au/events-page 
 
 

 
 

 
 
QLD State Rally 2017 
17th-19th March 2017, Gold Coast QLD 
Register your attendance on line at                                                   
http://www.qldstaterally2017.com/ 
and for accommodation go to NSW HOG site at                                              
http://www.nswhog.com.au/events-page 

 
 

 

 

 
Brighter Days Festival 2017 
10th - 12th March, Bright VIC 
Register your attendance on line at                                                    
http://www.brighterdays.org.au/ 
This will be a chapter ride from Thur 9th March to Mon 13th March 
with accommodation to be shortly made available at the NSW 
HOG site 
http://www.nswhog.com.au/events-page 
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Ride and Event Calendar 2016-17 

Additional Information    

Please see ride flyer for ride departure information as event changes may be necessary due to            

unforseen circumstances.  

All rides depart @ 0900am from Gloria Jean’s , 9 George Street North Strathfield unless otherwise 

stated. All New Members Rides leave @ 0900am from FRASER'S car park at Concord. 

Changes to rides and other events may occur due to poor weather or circumstances beyond our     
control. In the event of any changes a message will be sent via the NSW HOG APP prior to rides and 
events. NSW HOG APP can be downloaded from http://nswhog.mobapp.at/landing/
Desktop#.WFRoAIVOI2x 

Sat 3rd Dec New Members Ride, Bargo 9:00am Fraser Motorcycles, an easy ride to get acquainted 

Sun 11th Dec Groovy’s Memorial Ferries 
Ride 

9:00am Gloria Jeans 

Tues 13th Dec Chapter Meeting 7.00pm Dinner and catch up at Strathfield Golf Club 

Sat 17th Dec Twilight Ride, Colo Riverside 
Cafe 

4:30pm Fraser Motorcycles 

Sat 7th Jan New Members Ride,             
Peppertree, Mulgoa 

9.00am Fraser Motorcycles, an easy ride to get acquainted 

Tues 10th Jan Chapter Meeting 7.00pm Dinner and catch up at Strathfield Golf Club 

Fri 13th Jan Newsletter Submissions     
Deadline 

COB Submit to editor@nswhog.com.au and               
gibson.warwick@hotmail.com 

Sat 14th Jan Hard Butt Ride,                         
Denman/Rylstone/Lithgow 

8:30am McDonalds McGraths Hill  

Sun 22nd Jan Dams Ride 9:00am Gloria Jeans 

Sun 29th Jan Grey Gums Ride 9:00am Gloria Jeans 

Wed 1st Feb -  
Wed 15th Feb    

Tasmania Club Run & State  
Rally, Stanley TAS 

TBA TBA 

Sat 4th Feb New Members Ride,             
Tractor 828, Ebenezer 

9.00am Fraser Motorcycles, an easy ride to get acquainted 

Sat 11th Feb Twilight Ride, Watsons Bay 4:30pm TBA 

Tues 14th Feb Chapter Meeting 7.00pm Dinner and catch up at Strathfield Golf Club 

Sat 25th Feb –
Sun 26th Feb  

LOH weekend Ride,            
Batemans Bay  

9:00am TBA 

Sat 4th Mar New Members Ride,              
Old Road Café (Road Warrior) 

9:00am Fraser Motorcycles, an easy ride to get acquainted 

Thur 9th Mar  -
Mon 13th Mar         

Brighter Days Festival, Bright 
VIC 

9:00am TBA 

Tues 14th Mar Chapter Meeting 7:00pm Dinner and catch up at Torque/ info & prizes 

Sat 18th Mar  -   
Sun 19th Mar      

Midnight To Dawn Ride 11:55pm TBA 
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Who’s Who in NSW HOG 
 

Chapter Committee   

Chapter Officers  

   Director 
   Roy Rogers (Trigger)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

   director@nswhog.com.au 

 

   Assistant Director 

   Don Christou (Hammer) 

   assistantdirector@nswhog.com.au 

   Secretary 

   Zoran Planinic  

   secretary@nswhog.com.au 

   Treasurer 

   Mark Baresic (Sparkles) 

   treasurer@nswhog.com.au 

   Membership Officer 

   Michael Stephens (Spielberg) 

   membershipofficer@nswhog.com.au 

   Head Road Captain 

   Brook Hatherley (Shieldsey)                                                  

   headroadcaptain@nswhog.com.au 

   Activities Officer 

   Helena Day (Hel) 

   activitiesofficer@nswhog.com.au 

   Editor 
   Warwick Gibson (Cappa) 

   editor@nswhog.com.au 

   Photographer & Webmaster 

   Hugh McCourt (Knock Knock) 
   photographer@nswhog.com.au 

webmaster@nswhog.com.au 
 

Quartermaster                                                                              
Justin Goodall (Ninja) 
quartermaster@nswhog.com.au 

   Safety Officer 

   Ian Smith (Smiddy) 

   safetyofficer@nswhog.com.au 

   Quartermaster 

   Mick Bunting (Handbag) 

   quartermaster@nswhog.com.au 
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Who’s Who in NSW HOG (Cont’d) 
 

Chapter Officers (Cont’d)   

 

Road Captains  

 

   Historian 

   Warwick Gibson (Cappa)                                                                                                                                         

   historian@nswhog.com.au 

 

   Ladies of Harley 
Sammi Bunting 
LOHNSW@nswhog.com.au 

   Ladies of Harley 
   Louise Gibson (Goback) 
   LOHNSW@nswhog.com.au   

   Youthn Rep 
   Hayley Gibson (Babycino) 
   youthrep@nswhog.com.au   

   Welfare Officer 
   Tony Bradford (Brick)                                                                    

   welfareofficer@nswhog.com.au 

       

   Head Road Captain 
   Brook Hatherley  

(Shieldsey) 

   Road Captain 

   Don Christou                                    

   (Hammer or George MacGyver) 

   Road Captain                                                                                  
   Ian Smith                                                                                       

   (Smiddy) 

   Road Captain 

   Jo O'Sullivan 

   (Little J)                                                                                           

   Our first lady Road Captain 

   Road Captain 

   Tony Esposito 

   (Bandito) 

   Road Captain 

   Mark Baresic 

   (Sparkles) 
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Who’s Who in NSW HOG (Cont’d) 
 

Road Captains (Cont’d)   

 

  

   Road Captain 
   Sally Zhang 

   (Desal)   

   Road Captain                                                 
   Mark Newton                                                               

   (Marcus)    

   Road Captain 
   Roy Rodgers 

   (Trigger) 

   Road Captain 

   Tony Politis 

   (Big T)   

   Road Captain 
   Ian Alderton 

   (Sweepa)  

   Road Captain 
   Rob White  

   (Cracker / Radar) 

   Road Captain 
   George Cozis 

   Road Captain 
   Derek Kruger 

   (Derek)  

   Road Captain 
   Rob Carlson 

   (Robbo) 

   Road Captain 
   Hugh McCourt 

   (Knock Knock)  

   Road Captain 
   Travis Wilson 

   (Travis) 

   Road Captain 
   Harry Turner 

   (Hazza) 

Road Captain 
Joe Shaw 

Road Captain 
Zoran Planinic 
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Who’s Who in NSW HOG (Cont’d) 
 

Road Captains (Cont’d)   

   Road Captain 
   Warwick Gibson 

   (Cappa)   

   Road Captain                                                 
   Justin Goodall                                                               

   (Ninja)    

   Road Captain 
   Ralph Garcia 
    

   Road Captain 
   Wayne Pannaye 

   (Chop)   
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NSW Chapter HOG Ride Rules 
 

Group riding requires an extreme level of awareness & concentration. It is stressed that these   

guidelines are provided for your information to enhance overall safety & ride enjoyment.  Ultimately 

you are responsible for your own judgment & decisions whilst riding your Harley.  

 

 Know your limits & ride within them; never ride above your abilities: Mental, Physical,             

Motorcycle, Environment,  Experience level 

 Make sure your bike is mechanically ready for a run. If you are experiencing any problems sort 

them out before the run. No bald tyres. 

 Fuel up before the meeting place. 

 Arrive at least twenty minutes before the posted leaving time. 

 When asked to form up for departure please do so immediately, so that we can depart on time. 

 Never ever pass the front Road Captain. They have been given the responsibility to set the 

pace & get you to the final destination as a group. 

 Maintain a constant speed. This helps prevent the "rubber band" effect. 

 Novices or riders that are new should ride at the rear or near the back. 

 Always ride in a tight but courteous staggered formation or single file on winding or narrow 

roads. 

 Your eyes should be watching a few bikes up the road from you, not fixed on the bike in front of 

you. Always be looking at least four seconds ahead. 

 Riding side by side is very dangerous. The only time bikes are to be side by side is when the 

group is stopped at an intersection. 

 Never come up on the motorcycle in front of or beside you. The rider may need to swerve sud-

denly to avoid an obstacle in front. 

 In a staggered or single line formation, do not pass the bike in front of you (see following page). 

If a rider leaves the group & a gap appears indicate then move forward & across to fill the         

position. 

 When in a tight curve, the rider on the outside of the curve is required to give room to the rider 

on the inside & drop behind in single formation. 

 If the group breaks up & you are the last bike in the front  group that turns a corner, pull up 

safely at the intersection & direct the way to turn for the next group of bikes. 

 Do not race to catch up as corners will be marked ahead for you. 

 If you break down stay with your bike, in clear view of the back up vehicle or rear Road Captain. 

 When stopping get off the road as soon as possible. 

 

So we can all have a good time………………... 
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HAND SIGNALS 


